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River Friel

Northeastern Oklahoma A&M 

Shawna Ellick and Thomas Friel, granddaughter of 
Bill Ellick 

Plans after graduating: Attend the Webb City Pointe 
Beauty Academy to purse a career in esthetics and 
makeup. 

My name is Abbey Morgan. I am a proud member of 
the Quapaw Nation, Cherokee Nation, and Delaware 
Tribe. I graduated NEO A & M College with an Associ-
ate’s Degree of Arts on May 11, 2023, as well as Welch 

in my class with a GPA of 3.96. My activities in high 
school include NHS, Art Club, BPA, Student Council, 
Interact, Yearbook, GT, Cheerleading and Slow Pitch 
Softball. My top honors include Rotary Student of 
the Month, Dean’s Honor Roll, Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll and Top Scholar. In my two years as a concur-
rent student at NEO, I was inducted into Phi Theta 
Kappa, received the Top 10 Freshman Award, and 
was on the President’s Honor Roll. 

Mr & Mrs Robert Crane are pleased to announce the 
graduation of their daughter, Alexis Belle Crane, 
from Woodmont High School in Piedmont, South 
Carolina. As a descendant of the Imbeau family & 
Granddaughter of Dale & Cathy Crane, Alexis is a 
proud member of the Quapaw tribe

Alexis will further her education, as an incoming 
freshman this fall, to Clemson University. Through 
the school of Behavioral, Social & Health Sciences, 
she will be majoring in Anthropology.
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Brianna Nicole Shaw graduating at McPherson col-
lege in McPherson, KS. With a Bachelor’s Degree in 
psychology with minors in criminal justice and health 
science. Parents are Ron and Susanne Shaw.

Peyton Shapp participated in football, basketball, 
baseball and FFA during his time at Quapaw High 
School and recieved the following achievements:

Baseball        3 Time – All Conference
                       Defensive Player of the Year – 20-21
                       Co-Offensive Player of the Year – 21-22
                       Co-Offensive Player of the Year – 22-23

Football         Defensive Back of the Year – 2022
                        All-Star by Class – 2022

Deacon Shapp participated in football, basketball, 
baseball and FFA during his time at Quapaw High 
School and recieved the following achievements:

Baseball       3 Time -All Conferen
                      Co-Offensive Player of the Year – 21-22
                      Co-Defensive Player of the Year – 22-23

Basketball   Defensive Player of the Year – 21-22

Football        District Co-Tight End of the Year –
                       2022

Skyler Beatty

Charles Page High School

Parents - Jesse and Michelle Beatty

I’m joining the Marine Corp to pursue my dream of 
becoming a pilot.
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Isabella DePrimo is the daughter of Melissa and John DeP-
rimo, the granddaughter of Ramona Sue Quapaw. Isabella 
will be graduating from Gilbert High school in Gilbert AZ 
and E.V.I.T. (East Valley Institute of Technology) on May 
16th and 25th of 2023. Isabella has completed her high 
school requirements while being dual enrolled with E.V.I.T 

Upon graduation Isabella will have completed her med-
ical externship and will continue her medical studies to 
become an anesthesiologist while working as an Medical 
Assistant with Cornerstone Family Medicine.

Emma Darr, daughter of Callie Bowden and granddaugh-
ter of Sharon Shapp Blalock, graduated Baxter Springs 
High School on Saturday, May 13, 2023. Emma has been 
accepted into the Chemical Engineering program at the 
University of Kansas. Her focus will be on saving and 
protecting the environment. Emma’s hard work and ded-
ication in high school has paid off in the scholarships she 
has received so far! Emma’s family is very proud of her 
accomplishments, determination, and drive to save the 
environment one solution at a time. Way to go Emma 
and Rock Chalk Jayhawk!

Jessika Lasiter

The University of Oklahoma College of Pharmacy

Mother- Jamie McNeely of Quapaw

Father- Craig Lasiter of Miami

“After graduation I plan to stay in the Quapaw/Miami area 
to serve the communities I grew up in.”

Kayli Perry daughter of Kelly and Cynthia Perry. 
Granddaughter of Mike and Pat Weaver and great 
granddaughter of Arthur and Pauline Buffalo. Kayli 
graduated from Mid America Nazarene Universi-
ty in Olathe, Kansas with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and a minor in Intercultural Studies. She 
has accepted a position at Overland Park Regional 
Hospital in Overland Park, Kansas in the NICU. 
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Ciara Talise Daniel graduates from Verdigris high school, 
May 12, 2023 as a Valedictorian of her Senior class. She 
is the daughter of Victoria and Sid Daniel, granddaugh-
ter of Nicki and Martin Thomas and Willard Brown, great 
grand daughter of Billie Williams Webster and Nick Web-
ster Sr, the great great granddaughter of Mary Thompson 
Williams and Estol Williams, the great great great  grand-
daughter of Maude Angel Thompson Supernaw and Willie 
Thompson and the great great great great granddaugh-
ter of Louis “Tallchief” Angel, the last hereditary chief 
of the Quapaw’s. Ciara plans to attend Tulsa Community 
College and apply to the Diagnostic Medical Sonography, 
Associate of Applied Science program. She hopes to one 
day serve the Native community by working in an Indian 
Health Facility as an Ultra Sound/Sonography technician. 
Ka-ni-ke! 

Jessica Olsen, proud mother of Audrey King would like 
to announce the graduation of her daughter Audrey 
King. Audrey is a Quapaw Tribal member who graduat-
ed high school from Wyandotte, OK on Saturday May 
13, 2023. Audrey is the daughter of Jessica Olsen and 
Shawn and Stacie (stepmom) King. She is the great 
granddaughter of the late Edward R. Quapaw and Mary 
Olsen, and Maudie and Burt King. Her grandparents are 
Ouita Quapaw and the late Joseph “Joey” Olsen, Oresa 
and Joseph King, Juanita and Leon McQuisition. Audrey 
participated in Wyandotte Color Guard and was captain 
for two years. She also participated in Choir and got to 
sing with the Wyandotte High School Choir at Carnegie 
Hall in New York City, NY. 

Olivia Marie Quapaw is a 2023 graduate from Kingston 
High School. She is the granddaughter of Jerald (Pud) 
Quapaw. Olivia is the daughter of Jennifer Quapaw. Ol-
ivia has three brothers: Leighton Quapaw, Benjamin 
and Nicholas Bartlett. Olivia attended Quapaw Public 
Schools though her sophomore year, then she attended 
Kingston High School to achieve a broader experience in 
basketball. Olivia has always enjoyed school and learn-
ing experience. She made honorable mention her fresh-
man year at Quapaw. Olivia is active in numerous sports 
like softball and track, but she excels and loves basket-
ball. She has been named Native American All-State Bas-
ketball 2023. She will also be attending Murray State in 
Tishomingo on a basketball scholarship. 









Linda Davis was recently sworn into of-

Member of the Quapaw Nation on May 20. 
With years of experience working for the 
Quapaw Nation and its Election Commit-
tee, Davis brings valuable expertise to her 
new role.

For the past two decades, Linda had 
served diligently on the Election Com-
mittee, supporting the democratic pro-
cess within the Quapaw Nation. She had 
seen the ups and downs of different Busi-
ness Committee administrations, but she 
stayed dedicated to the committee’s mis-
sion. It was this extensive experience and 
her role as a tribal employee that inspired 
her to take the next step and run for can-
didacy.

Linda’s campaign focused on the impor-
tance of open communication and col-

-
ing relationships and acknowledges that 
disagreements are natural. However, she 

ground and move forward together as a 
united front. Linda aims to foster an en-
vironment of trust, transparency, and un-
derstanding among her fellow committee 
members.

Davis pledged to dedicate the necessary 

the Business Committee and address the 
needs of tribal members. She presented 
herself as an independent thinker, some-
one who could be relied upon to speak up 
for those who felt voiceless.

Her strong passion and love for the Quapaw Nation are clear in every-
thing she says. She truly believes that the community has limitless possi-
bilities and imagines a successful future for the Business Committee and 
the entire Quapaw Nation. With her wide-ranging knowledge, important 
experience, and unwavering dedication to being truthful and honest, 
Linda Davis is ready to guide the community toward a better future.
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Through numerous federal grants and collaboration between the SAMHSA, CCDF 
and FVP, the Quapaw Nation was able to host the Native Youth Spring Powwow. 
By targeting the youth with tribal practices and events, the goal is to keep the chil-
dren interested in traditional Native practices and celebrate their tribal heritage.  
 
The Youth Spring Powwow would not be possible without the guidance and sup-
port of community members and staff. Many thanks to all who have worked to 
make this happen!
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National Park Service (NPS) and heritage 
groups have collaborated to place informative 
signs in Arkansas detailing the history of the 
5 Civilized Tribes and the Trail of Tears. How-
ever, it appears that the Section 106 review, 
which ensures proper consideration of historic 
properties, did not take place, and the tribes 
native to Arkansas were not mentioned. To 
rectify this oversight, NPS has partnered with 
the Quapaw and Osage Nations to develop 
new signage.
 
These signs will be situated on U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) land in Arkansas. One 
sign will be placed at Willow Beach, an USACE 
Campground located along the Arkansas Riv-
er, just south and east of Little Rock. Anoth-
er sign will be fabricated and installed at Tar 
Camp, another USACE Campground along the 
Arkansas River. Tar Camp is situated between 
Little Rock and Pine Bluff, closer to the latter.
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Meet Mike Mize, a talented artist and proud 
Quapaw Nation member who has carved his 
own path in the world of commercial art. In-
spired by the vibrant art and graphics found 
in 60s band posters, Mike found a unique 
style that would shape his artistic journey. 
 
Mize’s passion for art stemmed from his 
fascination with the wild and captivating 
art and lettering seen on 60s band post-
ers. This unconventional inspiration drove 
his distinct approach to commercial art, 
allowing him to create captivating de-
signs blended with traditional elements.  
 
Mize is not a classically trained artist. Most 
of his skills are self-taught through years 
of practice and drawing inspiration from 
other pieces of art around him. Howev-
er, he did take a hand lettering class along 
with two cartooning classes, which taught 
Mize how to properly overlay his art. 
 
With his mom and dad, Mize established Out 
West Enterprises in Riverside, Calif., a plat-
form that allowed him to share his art with the 
world. Traveling to powwows and other Na-
tive gatherings, Mize embarked on a journey 
of cultural exploration, showcasing his trib-
al-inspired graphic t-shirts. These eye-catch-
ing designs became a medium through 
which he celebrated his Native heritage. 
 
The Quapaw Nation is looking to utilize his 
art in different capacities going forward.

by Austin Headlee








