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This time of year marks the holiday season, when we 
gather as family and fellowship with one another. It 

has certainly been a memorable year for the Quapaw Na-
tion. It has also been a challenging year as we have all felt 
the loss of friends and relatives that have walked on to be 
with our ancestors. 

Earlier this year, our people celebrated the 150th Qua-
paw Powwow. Quapaw from all over gathered in our 
tribal grounds during 4th of July weekend. It was a hum-

Nation’s history. Thanks to our Powwow Committee for this years dance.

During the annual General Council, I called a special meeting of the General Council to convene in Octo-
ber to amend certain sections of our Governing Resolution. During the special meeting, the General Coun-
cil deliberated and decided to amend nearly half of the proposed sections before it decided to recess until 
January 2023. Once all of these amendments have been voted on, it will proceed to a ballot vote conducted 
by our Election Committee under the laws of our Election and Voting Ordinance of 2004. Specials thanks 
to the Constitution Committee and Election Committee for their hard work throughout this process.

October also marked a year since the Quapaw  Reservation was recognized and our tribal jurisdiction 

-

department has also grown and continues to be the model for Ottawa County and beyond. Our entire De-
partment of Public Safety is a source of pride for our Nation and it has been an honor to support its growth 
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-

-

-

November was an incredibly busy time as it marked Native American Heritage Month. Quapaw Nation 
held several events including Rock Your Mocs, the Veterans Dinner, an Employee Veterans Brunch, and 
the inaugural Fall Gathering which was sponsored by the Cultural Committee. The Fall Gathering was 
held at the Pavilion and was well attended by our tribal members as well as people from neighboring 
tribes. There were foot races, a hand game, stomp dance, and other games played throughout the day. 
Special thanks to the Cultural Committee for organizing the event and their work throughout the year to 

host its Annual National Convention. Special thanks to our Agriculture Department and our tribal singers 

Special thanks to the newly formed Childrens Committee for facilitating the Nation’s Childrens Christ-

Tree this holiday season to ensure tribal children receive something for Christmas. I would also like to 
acknowledge our tribal employees who continue to aid in the overall mission of our government which is 
to deliver programs and services to the Quapaw people. Every single employee plays a role in the success 
of our tribe and I am honored to work with each of you. 

an incredible force in my life. Flossie Matthews, who persuaded me to run for this position was also a force. 

because of their will to survive through the most challenging of times. That same will courses through your 
veins, it’s embedded in our  DNA. Our old ones want us to keep moving, and keep progressing to make a 
better tomorrow for future generations. I encourage everyone to lift people up when they can, speak good 
to each other, and stay positive because there are people who notice your behavior. 

I wish everyone a happy holiday season and peace in this new year. I pray Wakanda continues to bless you 
and your family with good health in the days and years to come. 

Guhnegay.

Joseph Byrd
Chairman of the Quapaw Nation



Quapaw Nation held their annual veteran’s dinner Nov. 11 
in the pavilion located at Downstream Casino and Resort. 
The dinner is meant to pay respect to all the Quapaw Nation 

friends and family. Several Business Committee members 
-

tions they could to assist.

Quapaw Nation Vice-Chair Bowden gave a wonderful 
speech, highlighting the impact of Native Americans in the 
armed forces. According to the USO, “Native American’s 

national average.”

Newly elected BC Members Mike Shawnee and friends 

prayer. Also in attendance was the Quapaw Nation Jr. Prin-
cess, Mia Forbis.  
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The Quapaw communications team put together two videos for the night and helped to secure enter-
tainmen. Entertainment was found in the JoMo Jazz band, which will also be playing at the Elder’s 
Christmas party on Dec. 17, at the Downstream Pavilion.

The Quapaw Nation Veteran dinner is more than delicious food (which looked amazing) and great 
entertainment; it is an event to place honor where honor is due in those that have dedicated at least 
a portion of their lives to securing our future.

By the end of the night, everyone left with full stomachs, full hearts and good memories.

The Quapaw Nation does whatever it can to honor Veterans that have served this country. On July 
25, 2009, a monument that stands outside of the Quapaw Tribal Museum was dedicated to commem-
orate the lives of all Quapaw veterans. Currently, ten sections of the memorial have been inscribed.



The Quapaw Nation has numerous tribal members who have served in the United States military at one point in 

The Quapaw Post, we wanted to highlight a few members who served in the military.

Marcus Boyd grew up in Miami, Okla. and graduated from Miami High School in May 2014. One month later, 
Boyd left for Fort Sills, Okla. on June 30 to start his basic training and journey with the Army National Guard.

Because people from every past generation of his family served in the military, both on his mom’s and dad’s 
sides of the family, he felt that it was his calling to join and continue his family’s history. He also felt a personal 

During his time with the National Guard, Boyd spent most of his time in Chandler, Okla. but also spent time in 

One of Boyd’s most fond memories of his service came from basic training and doing drills with the other new 
military members. People from all walks of life from across the United States report for basic training and during 

“embrace the suck” and to build comradery with the other trainees.

“When they hear the term ‘brother and sisterhood,’ it’s what it is,” said Boyd. “I mean you’re right there. You 
know, there’s some guys in the military that knew every aspect of my life. We were close enough and trusted each 

with them because you knew them on a personal more personal level.”

Boyd left the National Guard as a specialist and earned an 

Harvey relief.
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William “Son” Supernaw enlisted with the Marines right out of high school during a peaceful time in Jan. 1989 
and served until Jan. 1994. He chose the Marines because he believed they were supposed to be the best. If he 
was joining the military, he wanted to be a part of that culture.

Although it was a time of peace during Supernaw’s service, he was always ready at a moment’s notice. He was 
stationed in Orange County, Calif. but went overseas as every Marine does at some point during their term. Su-
pernaw also served during Desert Storm and spent time in Southwest Asia as a “show of force” during the Gulf 
War era.

Boot camp was not a tough assignment for Supernaw. Growing up around his dad, uncle and cousins prepared 

Every time he or his platoon was disciplined, he was ordered to “thrash” which is a movement where he would 
drop to do a pushup, quickly stand up and repeat the process until he was ordered to stop.

“By the end of boot camp, they used to say either you’re going to get smarter or you’re gonna get strong,” said 

chief, earning crew chief of the month on a few occasions, and was Marine of the Quarter in his Squadron. He 
wore a Saint Christopher medal his mom gave him throughout his service and still has the medal today.



Kelly Flannagan, At 18 years old, joined the Navy. She lived in Colorado Springs at the time and desperately 

-
urday. Unfortunately for her, it was Florida’s coldest winter to date when she joined.

her second duty station in Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. Most of what she learned came from working on her 
assigned jobs.

“I really just kind of felt like it was just my duty to go do it and whatever happened, happened,” said Flanagan.

During her 20 years of service, Flanagan had three daughters: one in San Diego, Puerto Rico and Virginia. She 

without knowing Spanish and moving across the country every few years.

During her service, Flanagan was required to go out to sea on the USS Benfold, where she served on the second 
crew of the guided missile destroyer. She feared being away from her children for long but kept photos of them 
and Jesus with her onboard. But being out at sea had its advantages, too. Flanagan reminisced about watching 

-
ego.

         Navy achievements and Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist.
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Wayne Harper joined the Navy fresh out of high school in May 1971, like his older brother, Fred Harper. Harper 

nuclear submarine where he served with Fred for nearly a year. Harper later transferred to another fast-attack 
nuclear sub named the USS Bergall.

-
vice in 1995.

communication with the outside world. Family members were allowed to send 10 “famgrams” per deployment 
but could only contain 40 words or less; their only news source came from the radio. Everyone on the submarines 

with the last being a Trident Class Missile Submarine, USS Alabama.



Quapaw Nation Marshals teamed up with Commerce and Quapaw school districts to spread 

running the annual Shop with a Cop event for the Quapaw Nation for nearly a decade.

“I’ve been at Quapaw for almost 11 years,” said Millard. “So in a way I feel like these are kind 
of my kids. I feel really good being able to take care of them at this time of year, to be able to 

in the school district for that long.”

Walmart, where they could each spend $200 on whatever they liked.
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“I always think that it’s really cool when the kids want to get something for their parents or grand-
parents or maybe a sibling that’s not in school,” said Haley Durbin, Quapaw middle school and high 
school counselor. “We don’t always know if there’s other siblings and so that’s pretty touching to 
know that they have $200 to spend on themselves and they take time to spend it on somebody else.”

school system and taking part in Shop with a Cop.
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Richard LeRoy Ferris, 81, passed away on November 21, 2022 in Jacksonville, Florida. Richard was 
born on April 26, 1941 to Frank L. and Zee M. (Thomasson) Ferris in Webb City, Missouri.  

Richard heard his countries call and joined the United States Air Force after high school. It was during 
this time that he climbed the ranks to Chief Master Sergeant and was awarded several accommodations 
before retiring. Richard continued to serve, even after his retirement from the Air Force, working for 
the Department of Defense before retiring from there as well. Overall, Richard devoted over 50 years 
of his life serving his country. In his spare time, Richard enjoyed studying and teaching the word of 
God so much that he became an Ordained Minister.  Most of all, he enjoyed spending time with his 
family and friends. 

Richard is survived by his wife, Kae Soon (Kim) Ferris; children, Ti and wife Jeanna of Indio, Cali-

Oklahoma, Kae Lee and husband Charles of Oklahoma City, Ricky and wife Brenda of Jacksonville, 
Florida; 10 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. He is also survived by his siblings Ruth Marie 
and Mark.  Richard is preceded in death by his parents and beloved brother Frank.  

A visitation for Richard will be held Thursday, December 15, 2022 from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM at Sunny 
Lane Funeral Home, 4000 Se 29th Street, Del City, OK 73115. A funeral service will occur Friday, 
December 16, 2022 from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM at Sunny Lane Funeral Home.



Tyson Foods and the Quapaw Nation partnered together on Monday, Nov. 28 to distribute 40,000 pounds of 
chicken to Quapaw Tribal members. Rhonda Weaver, Title VI Director, knew many tribal members needed 
food to get through winter, so she worked with Tyson Foods to make sure the tribal members had their needs 
met.

Any Quapaw Tribal member 18 years or older with a tribal ID was eligible to participate in the giveaway. 

160 servings of boneless, skinless chicken leg meat. 

factors. The chicken distribution should help numerous Quapaw families in need. 

“I am very glad that they chose the Quapaw Nation to do the distribution of chicken,” said Weaver. “It was 
awesome and we appreciate it very, very much. My Title VI does too. You know, the elderly, they’re on a 

At the end of the distribution, the surplus chicken was stored at the Quapaw Farmers Market & Food Hub 
and distributed again to card-holding tribal members. 

Weaver is grateful for the help of numerous tribal entities helping her, including entities outside of the Qua-
paw Nation.

“I had wonderful help,” said Weaver. “I mean, lots of people come out; our maintenance, we had the Wy-
andotte send a couple of their maintenance, the Eastern Shawnee had a couple of their maintenance, some 
people from the (Quapaw) tribe including the IT department and other programs.”



-
icated to her career in surveillance at Quapaw Casino for over 14 1/2 years and is 
currently the director of surveillance. She started out as a cook in 2004, took a break 
from work in 2006 and came back working in surveillance in 2008 where she has been 
ever since.

 Whitecrow says, “I love working for Quapaw casino because we are family. We all 
take care of each other and have each other’s back. I like catching the bad guy too, 
the kind of person who thinks they won’t get caught.” 

Thank you for your years of service Jodie Whitecrow!
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